Verblessness in Kélen: How to get along without verbs.

LA object [statement-about-object]

PA whole|set part|member

NI object [statement about object] [a|t0 agent or forcel

SE object [ien statement-abt-object] [ke|to source] [mo goall]

Weather verbs (NI, LA)

Ai antarranni

NI N.co(rain)
It’s raining.

la antarranni

LA N.co(rain)
There's rain. (statement of existence)

States (LA, NI)

la jaceéela jahuwa
LA N.sg(bowl) N.sg(broken)
The bowl is broken.

fii jacela jahuwa
NI N.sg(bowl) N.sg(broken)
The bowl has broken.

Involuntary Processes (NI)

fil saen manoiia
NI 3p.sg N.an.sg(dead)
He has died.

Bodily functions (SE, NI)

tamma japata
SE(PAST)+3p.sg.src N.sg(fart)
He farted. (deliberately)

fiamma japata
NI(PAST)+3p.sg.agent N.sg(fart)
He made a fart.



Loco-Motion (NI)

fii saen ra jatasen
NI 3p.sg to N.sg(market)
He went to the market.

Simple Motion (NI, SE)

fii saen maharme
NI 3p.sg N.an.sg(swim)
She is swimming.

tamma jaharme
SE(past)+3p.sg.src N.sg(swim)
She swanm.

Position (NI, LA)

fii saen masérre si jamira
NI 3p.sg N.an.sg(standing) at N.sg(bed)
She is standing on the bed.

la saen maseéerre su jamira
LA 3p.sg N.an.sg(standing) at N.sg(bed)
She is standing on the bed.

Actions (SE, NI, LA)

tamma jajara
SE(PAST)+3p.sg.src N.sg(dance)
She danced (a dance).

fii saen majara
NI 3p.sg N.an.sg(dancing)
She is dancing.

la saen majara
LA 3p.sg N.an.sg(dancing)
She is dancing.



Action-Processes (NI)

fiamma saen malata a Kipje
NI+3p.sg.agent 3p.sg N.an.sg(killed) a Kipje

Kipje killed him.

Creation (Factives) (NI)

orra ifamma jacela

PAST NI+3sg.agent N.sg(bowl)

She made the bowl.

Cognition (SE)

sele japeia ien la japina su jatewa

SE+1p.sg.goal N.sg(thought) ien LA N.sg(book) at N.sg(table)
I think the book is on the table.

Sensation (SE)

tema mo sarofa ien la japuna si jatewa
SE(PAST)+3p.sg.goal mo N.3p(eyes) ien LA N.sg(book) at N.sg(table)
She saw the book on the table.

Emotion (SE, NI, PA, LA)

sema jalne to japuna ja tema
SE+3p.sg.goal N.sg(happiness) to N.sg(book) that se(PAST)+3p.sg.goal
He is happy with the book he got.

fii saen malne to japina ja tema
NI 3p.sg N.an.sg(happy) to N.sg(book) that se(PAST)+3p.sg.goal
He is happy with the book he got.

1la saen malne

LA 3p.sg N.an.sg(happy)
He is happy.

pa saen analne
PA 3p.sg N.st(happiness)
He is happy.



Utterance (SE)

temle ien la japina su jatewa
SE(PAST)+3p.sg.src+lp.sg.goal ien LA N.sg(book) at N.sg(table)
She told me the book is on the table.

Transactions (SE)

temle japuna
se(PAST)+1p.sg.src+3p.sg.goal N.sg(book)
She gave me the book.

Manipulation (NI, SE)

fiatta saen majara
NI+3p.pc.agent 3p.sg N.an.sg(dancing)
They made her dance.

tetme jaserae ien ni saen majara
SE(past)+3p.pc.src+3p.sg.goal N.sg(permission) ien NI 3p.sg N.an.sg(dancing)
They gave her permission to dance.



